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DISSERTATION I. 


A Survey of the Brevity and VANITY of 


Human LITE: With the Conſolation 
adminiſtered by the Chriſtian Syſtem | 
_ againſt 2 


— 


H E mortality of man is no where 
deſcribed with ſo much propriety 


and elegance of expreſſion, as in that paſ- 


ſage of the book of Job, which the Church 
hath adopted as a part of her burial-ſervice ; 


placing it in the front of thoſe ſhort and ſo- 


lemn ſentences, which are repeated at the 


ſide of a Grave, and in which all the powers 

of language are ſummoned together, to ſtrike 
the minds of the hearers with commiſera- 
tion, devotion, and ſelf-abaſement. — Man 


that is born of a woman is of few days and 
full of trouble ! He cometh forth as a flower, 


and is cut down : 'he feeth as a ſhadow, and 


: continueth not, Job xiv. 1, 2, 


B = It 
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2 DISSERTATION I. 


It is generally eafier to underſtand any 


thing i in its Image than in itſelf, provided 
the image is well adapted. This method 


preſents a ſubject to us under a compendium, 
which, if looſely confidered, would be too 
large for the mind to comprehend; and 
might alſo be weakened by being extended. 


In its effect it certainly exceeds all others; 
on which account, Orators, Poets, and My- 
_ thologiſts, who have been ſkillful in their 
ſeveral ways, have never failed to apply 
_ themſelves to the human mind through the 


interpoſition of ſenſible objects. 


The relation between the viſible world 


and the intellectual being very extenſive, the 


moſt ſtriking figures of ſpeech muſt occur to 
us in that book, wn WEE the intellectual world 


is beſt underſtood and explained. 5 
The vanity of human life is a wide ſubject: 


but it is here repreſented to us in a ſhort 
7 compaſs, under the two images of a flower 
and a ſhadow. 

Man cometh forth « as a flower. The flowers 


of the field riſe out of the earth; and man is 


alſo made of the duſt. As the flower grows 

| up, it is expoſed to all the varieties of the 
weather; to rough blaſts and clouded ſkies: 
it is driven to and fro with the wind, and 


receives 


DISSERTATION I. 3 
receives upon its tender head impetuous rain 
and ſtorm from above. Man, in like man- 
ner, is frail and weak in his conſtitution, as 
the graſs of the field ; and from his infancy is 
exerciſed with trouble. Labour of body and 


carefulneſs of mind he is ſure to inherit: to 


which are frequently added the loſs of health 
and ſtrength, which eaſily depart from him, 


and are not to be renewed, without the ut- 


moſt difficulty and uncertainty. His tempo 


ral affairs are perplexed with unexpected diſ- 
_ appointments : nay, the very comforts of his 


life are the ſources of new trouble. If his 
poſſeſſions, his friends, or relations are dear 


to him, it is ſo uncertain whether hey are to 
_ abide with im, or he with them, that he is 
expoſed to perpetual fears and dejections of 
mind upon their account; and may really 


ſuffer as much, or more, from his neareſt 


friends as from his greateſt enemies. And 
if his comforts and bleſſings can yield him 
trouble, his life can then be no other than a 


ſcene which is full of trouble. 
Thus exerciſed with the weakneſs of child- 


hood, the paſſions of youth, the cares and 
afflictions of riper years, man is at length 
cut down by death. He cometh forth, like a 
flower, and comes to the ſame end: he grows 


„ up 


4 DISSERTATION I. 
up with a certain proſpect of dying; as the 
flower groweth among the graſs, only to fall 
before the hand of the mower ; that is, to be 
cut down, dried up, and withered, His beauty, 
if he had any, changes into a paleneſs ſhock- 
ing to the ſight. If he had wealth, honour, 
and power, he ſinks to the ſame level with 
that vulgar croud, which is daily ſwept away 
to people the regions of Death: as the fineſt 
flower, when once it is cut down, loſes all its 
colours, and is no longer diſtinguiſhed from 
the common graſs in the field. 
I bere is ſomething ſo apt and natural in 
this image, that we find it applied in many 
other places of the ſcripture. The royal 
Pſalmiſt in particular thus expreſſeth him- 
ſelf: As for man, his days are as graſs; as 
the flower of the field ſo he ſouriſbetſi. For as 
ſoon as the wind goeth over it, is is gone; and 
tlie place thereof ſhall know it no more. The 
Prophet I/aiah hath ſpoken to the ſame pur- 
poſe; and his words are followed by the 
apoſtles St. James and St. Peter. All fleſh is 
graſs, and all the goodlineſs thereof is as the 
| flower of the field: the graſs withereth, | the 
flower fadeth, becauſe the Spirit of the Lord 
loweth upon it it: Hare the people is graſs. 


But 


DISSERTATION . x 


But the life of man is alſo compared to 4 
Shadow. — He fleeth as a ſhadow, and continueth 
not. In the morning, when the ſun riſes, 


8 ſhadows are born. At firſt they are weak 


and faint; but as the ſun increaſes in height, 
near the noon-day, they grow ſtrong and dife | 
tinct: in the evening, as the ſun goes down, 
the ſhadows are ſtretched out, and increaſe 
ſwiftly in their length ; the moment the ſun 
ſets, they vaniſh, and darkneſs ſucceeds. 
There is not a moment in the day, in 
which a ſhadow is at reſt. The ſun from 
his firſt riſing 1s haſting forward to his ſet- 
ting ; and the ſhadows move with a motion 
contrary to that of the ſun. As ſoon as they 
appear in the morning they begin this pro- 
greſs, and never reſt till they vaniſh into 
darkneſs. Here again we have another exact 
image of man's life; which, like a ſhadow, is 
empty and unſubſtantial : it bears the form 
and figure of ſomething, but will deceive 
| thoſe who miſtake it for an enduring ſub- 
ſtance. As the ſhadow tends toward dark- 
neſs throughout the whole day, man's life is 
nothing but a progreſs toward death. _ 
Every hour and moment of the day bring 
the ſhadow nearer to the night; and every ſtep 
a man takes brings him nearer to his grave. 


By Such 


A 
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Such is his life in its moſt regular courſe: but 
how frequently does it happen, that the ſun 
is hid from us, and the heaven overcaſt 
with clouds in the middle of the day? In 
ſuch a caſe, the ſhadow vaniſhes before its 
time: and man, in like manner, as fre- 


quently departs, before his progreſs is half 


finiſhed. If the ſun ſhines never ſo bright, 
we cannot be ſure but that a cloud may 


ſoon ariſe from ſome quarier of the heavens, 


which by obſcuring the ſun ſhall cauſe the 
ſhadow to depart ; and there are then no 
more traces of it to be found than if it had 


never been. Thus in the ſtrongeſt man, in 
whom there is every outward appearance of 


health, and a fair proſpect of long life, ſome 


unexpected diſeaſe may ariſe, which in a 
very ſhort time ſhall change his countenance, 


and ſend him away, Many changes happen in- 


the day between the riſing and the ſetting of 


the ſun; yet the exiſtence of a ſhadow de- 
pends altogether on this uncertainty in the 
face of the ſky. And man's life is as muta- 


ble; it depends upon the ſtate of a periſh- 
able body, in which ſome cloud may be ariſ- 
ing, while he expects nothing but a conti- 
nuance of the ſun-ſhine till the day hath 
ful filled its regular courſe, 


The 


„„ 
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DISSERTATION I. 7 
The condition of mortality is cherefore re- 
preſented under no diſadvantages, but ſuch 


as are real and natural to it, in this deſcrip- 


tion He cometh forth as a flower, and is cut 
down : he fleeth as a ſhadow, and continueth not; 
or, as it is more plainly expreſſed in the ori- 


ginal — he fleeth as a ſhadow, and ſftandeth 


not flill—his life is not ſtationary at any pe- 
riod of it: but, like the ſhadow upon a ſun- 
dial, 1s always moving forward to the hours 
of darkneſs. 

In all this nothing has bete denen U 8 
what is commonly known: for no man can 
be ignorant of that, which by the experience 
of every day appeats to be the common lot of 
all men. Yet this is very wonderful, though 
it is very common. And let us now enquire. 
into the reaſons of 1 1 

Man was the laſt and moſt perfect of the 


works of God. The Sun, Moon, and Stars, 


glorious as they are, were placed in the hea- 
vens at the bare word or command of God. 
Trees and plants were made to grow upon 
the earth, and the various ſorts of animals 
were endued with life by the ſame word. 
But when man was to be created, there 
was a format conſultation in heaven; and this 
creature came forth from the hands of his 
B 2 2 8 Maker, 


8 DISSERTATION I. 
Maker, adorned with the image and like- 
neſs of God himſelf. A Spirit of life was 
| breathed into him from the divine nature; 
he was made but Jittle lower than the angels of 
light, and all things were put in ſubjection un- 
der his feet. How does it happen then, that 
the Sun and Moon, which are far inferior in 
dignity, retain their places and their glory, 
while man is changed, and ſent away, and the 
place he poſſeſſed knoweth him no more? 
The oak, and many other trees, endure for 
ſeveral hundred years. Men were born when 
they were planted ; yet the trees thrive and 
flouriſh, while thoſe men are turned into 
duſt beneath their roots *. The Lord of all 
The longævity of Trees, obvious as well as mortifying, 


comp ared with the Mortality of that it could not well eſcape the 
the Planters, yields a contraſt ſo obſervation of the poets. 


| ——Neque harum, quas colis, arborum 
Ulla BxeveEm dominum ſequetur. Hor. 


Eſculus i in primis, quz, quantum vertice ad auras 
Ztherias, tantum radice in Tartara tendit. 

Ergo non hiemes illam, non flabra, neque imbres 
Convellunt : inmota manet, multo/que per annos 
Malta « virim vol vent durando Jecula vincite 


Georg. II. 291. 


Virgil is happy in his choice niſh timber for the rebuilding 
of the Beech: for I was lately of London after the fire, and 
informed that a Grove of then replanted, are not yet, 
Beeches, which, according to in the ſpace of 104 years, 


an authentic Record, were cut arrived to their full growth, 
down i in the year 1666, to fun- 


DISSERTATION. I. 
the creation, inveſted with power and domi- 
nion, zs @ flower that fadeth : the image of the 
eternal and unchangeable God 1s a fleeting 
ſpagow. How can theſe things be? With 
this queſtion the Philoſopher is confounded ; 
and all the wiſdem of the world muſt faulter 
in the reſolution of it. It is the Chriſtian 
only, who receives his wiſdom from the word 
of God, that can reconcile theſe ſeeming 
contradictions. The holy Job, who was by 
no means unacquainted with the hiſtory of 
man, derives the cauſe of his miſeries from 
the manner of his birth Man 7hat is born of 
a woman—for by a woman ſin entered into 
| the world; and ſin is the parent both of the 
ſorrows and the ſhortneſs of human life, 
The Pſalmiſt, ſpeaking of himſelf as a na- 
tural man, ſaith—[ was ſhapen in wickedneſs, 
and in fin hath my mother concerved me. Thus 
is fin interwoven with the nature of man, 
and makes a part of his conſtitution from 
his very birth. The Wages of fin is death. 
And by theſe means the courſe of things 
| hath been changed: which alſo ſeems to be 
_ alluded to, where we read, that man is of 
Jew days; for the original ſaith, he is cut ſhort 
in this days; his life is not of ſuch an extent 
as God originally deſigned it to be. There 
is a doctrine which ſeems highly agreeable to 


the 
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the Scripture, and hath been well maintained 
by ſome early writers in the Church, that, if 
man had retained his innocence, his life 


would have laſted for a thouſand years, and 


ended, not in death (as it does now) but as 
that of Enoch did, in a tranſlation to the pre- 


ſence of God as it is manifeſted to the angels. 
But this privilege was forfeited by the 


entrance of ſin. And it is worth remarking, 
that the lives of men before the flood were 
always ſhort of a thouſand years. Some there 


were who came very near to that period; 


but not one that ever attained it perfectly. 
Death never failed to call them away, be- 
fore they had attained the life of Paradiſe. 

Their lives, however, were fo much longer 
than the lives of men are now (the difference 
being very great between ſeventy years and 
ſeven or eight hundred) that it is certain, 
man doth not die ſo early by any original 
neceſſity of nature. No tree planted by the 
hand of God in Paradiſe had out-lived him, 


if he had not tranſgrèſſed the divine command. 
But now he is a tree, with an ax laid to the 


root of it; and is cut down in wrath, long 
before his life hath reached to its extent: 
his bones lie ſcatte, ed before the fit, like as 
hen one breaketh, and heweth wood upon the 


earth. 5 When 
2 


U 
5 


223 


* 


DISSERTATION I. 11 
When the ſentence of death was firſt exe- 
cuted upon the generations of men, the time 


of their abode on earth was much longer 
than it is now: God, who remembers mercy 


even in his wrath, departed as little as might 


be from his firſt rule. But in proceſs of 
time, the corruption and wickedneſs of the 
world made it neceſſary that the period of 
human life ſhould be contracted to a much 
ſmaller number of years * : and this diſpen- 
ſation, ſevere as it may ſeem, proceeds wholly 


from the mercy of God, who willeth not the 
death of a ſinner, but is deſirous that he 
ſhould turn from his fin and be faved. The 
world is now a theatre of temptation, fin, 
and wickedneſs; and it is the intereſt of 
man, that the days of his pilgrimage in ſuch - 


a place ſhould not only be few, but alſo that 
they ſhould be full of trouble. For the hap- 
pineſs of man is now to ariſe from his mi- 


lery; as God at firſt made light out of 

darknels, which is contrary to it; and doth 

generally bring his purpoſes to paſs by ſach - 
means as ſeem to be of all others the moſt 


unpromiſing ; in which practice, the diffe- 
rence between the workmanſhip of God and 


6 > prids anda neceſſitas INN 
Lethi corripuit gradum. Hor. lib, i. od. 3. 


that 


tz DISSERTATION: 
that of man doth principally conſiſt. How 
many thouſands. and millions do we ſee in 
the world, who, ſhort as life is, ſeem to 
think they have many days to throw away 
in idleneſs and vanity? And even among 
| thoſe who attend to the precepts of the Goſ- 
pel, ſome there are, who think the offices of 
devotion may be omitted for the preſent time, 
promiſing themſelves ſome future opportu- 
nity of attending upon God and the concerns 
of their own ſouls. But let them remember, 
that God hath contracted the life of man 
into ſo ſhort a ſpace, and made the date of his 
days ſo very uncertain, only that the Chriſ- 
tian may be always upon his guard, and be 
prevailed upon to loſe no ſingle opportunity 
of doing good to himſelf and others. 
Upon the whole then, we have nothing to 
complain of. Sin and death having entered 
into the world, this is not a place for any 
man to ſet his affections upon: and for this 
reaſon, he is cut down [ihe a flower, and fleeth 
as @ ſhadow. By the ſhortneſs of his days. 
the number of his temptations are leſſened: 
and yet, ſhort as they are, he has time 
enough to prepare himſelf for the kingdom 
of God; which is the work he is ſent into 
this world to perform, 


Thus 


4 6 
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Thus far, the view we have taken of this 55 


ſubject hath been but dark and uncomfort- 
able. We will now conſider it in another 
light: for this ſtate, which conſiſts but of 
few days, and thoſe full of trouble, is recom- 
mended to the Chriſtian, and ſanctified, be- 
cauſe God himſelf hath partaken of it for 
this purpoſe. He alſo condeſcended to be- 
come man in the perſon of Chriſt, and was 
born of a woman. He entered, by the ſame 
way, upon the ſame ſtate we are now in; and, 
by the purity of his conception and birth of 
the bleſſed dolce renewed and reſtored 
the human nature. In him that ſentence 
was accompliſhed in every reſpect, which 
Was originally paſſed upon the human na- 
ture in general. He was of few days; cut 
off in the prime of his life. Which ſhould 
teach us, that death may come early, with- 
out being untimely ; and that an early death 
is not an evil thing in itſelf, but is made 
ſuch only by an unprofitable, a careleſs, and 
an ungodly courſe of life. The days of our 
bleſſed Saviour were likewiſe full of trouble; 
trouble of every ſort ; and firſt, that of po- 
verty. He was born of mean parents, in a 
Mable, ont brute- beaſts, at Bethlehem. 


L i When | 


14 DISSERTATION I. 
When he went about doing good, he had 


not where to lay his head; he was reviled 


and perſecuted for his beſt deeds; forſaken 
of all his friends, and afflicted to the utter- 
moſt both in ſoul and body: ſo full of trou- 
ble, that the evangelical prophet calls him @ 
man of ſorrows. 

He came forth allo as a flower, ſpringing as 


a root out of a dry ground; and having been 


agitated by the rough blaſts of human pride, 
diabolical malice, and divine wrath, this 


roſe of Sharon bowed its head, and withered 
upon the croſs. 


Nor was Chriſt unlike to his brethren. 


even in the laſt article—he feeth as a ſhadow 
and continueth not. The 10gth Pſalm, ac- 
| cording to the uſe that is made of it in the 


New Teſtament, is to be underſtood through- 
out the whole, as ſpoken in the perſon of 


Chriſt ; who declares concerning himſelf in 


that prophetical compolition—T go hence like 
the ſhadow that departeth. For this cauſe 


came he into the world, that he might taſte 
of death for every man; and every action of 
his life brought him a ſtep nearer to Calvary 
and the Croſs. In the fight of the unwiſe 
his death ſeemed as vain and unworthy of 


regard, as the departure of a ſhadow at the 
Cloſe 


DISSERTATION I. 15 
cloſe of the evening. Thus did the righteous 
periſh, and no man layed it to heart. They 
accounted him deceitful as a ſhadow, an im- 
poſtor, and — who pretended” to be 
what he was not. 

In theſe things, every believes muſt find his 
conſolation againſt the troubles of life, and 
the fears of death. God himſelf, being born 
of a woman, hath experienced all the evils 

that man complains of: in all our affliction: 

he hath been afjiitted and as that fire had no 
power to burn, in which the Son of God 
walked with the three children; fo the for- 

rows of life, and the terrors of death, ſhould 
no longer be dreaded by the Chriſtian ; 
Chriſt having endured them for this end, 
that thenceforward they ſhould be deprived 
of all their force. Be of good cheer, ſays he, 
I have overcome the world And again—he 
that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
ſeut me, hath everlaſting life; and ſhall not come 
into condemnation, but is paſſed from death unto 
life. That frailty and miſery, which man 
uninſtructed muſt eſteem as the greateſt of 
evils, is by theſe means transformed into a 
bleſſing. By the ſufferings of Chriſt, and 
his facrifice for our fins, all the ſufferings Gs 
of his ſervants are ſanctified; and we may 


now | 
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16 DISSERTATION I. 
now ſay—he that hath ſuffered in the fleſh 


hath ceaſed from ſin. By an act of infinite 


wiſdom, the miſery of man is thus turned 
intoa medicine. Man, born of woman, is now 


born of God : he that was of few days, is now 


made a living member of that great High- 
Prieſt, who hath neither beginning of Days, 


nor end of Life; and may lift up his head 


from this ſtate of trouble, in expectation of 
new heavens, and a new earth, from whence 


all ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee away. The 
flower that is cut down ſhall ſpring up 
again from its root that lies buried in the 
earth; yea, it is not quickened, except it die: 


and the ſhadow that departeth ſhall be 


again renewed by the riſing of that Sun of 


righteouſneſs, | which thall go down no 


more. 


Such is the view which the Scripture 
hath ſet before us of this great and impor- 
tant ſubjet—the uncertainty, vanity, and 


brevity of human life; under which, as we 
ſee (whatſoever the world, the fleſh, or the 


Devil may ſuggeſt to the contrary) there 
is no comfort to be found, but from the 


| Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and a life ordered 


according to the precepts of it. Our days 


being few and evil, he is the only wiſe 


and 


— 
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and happy man, who hath the grace / fo num- 
ber.. them at toe apply his heart unto wWiſ= 

dom; ſuch wiſdom, as will guide him in 

ſafety, through this world of /hadows, to 
the great Rea/ittes of the world to come. 
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DISSERTATION II. 


| Conſiderations on St. Paul's With to 0 aner 


and to be with Chriſt. 


With an AyPENDIX on the INTERMEDIATESTATE. 


UR nature teaches us to look upon 
Death as the greateſt of evils; there 
being planted in the breaſt of every man 
living a love of life and dread of Death : 
therefore the man, who gives himſelf up to 


the ways of this world, drives from him the 
thought of Death, as a bitter ingredient, 
which would render every cup of earthly 


pleaſure not worth the taſting. 

But alas! it is a thing that muſt and will 
be thought of; for it is the portion of every 
child of Adam; and, bitter as it is, the ſur- 


eſt way to make it more bitter is to live and 


act without the remembrance of it. But he 
l who 
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Who renders this ſubject familiar to his mind, 
and examines it By the light of the Scrip- 
ture, has it in his power (with the grace of 
God) to change the nature of it; and turn its 
bitterneſs into ſweetneſs. Nay; it is even 
poſſible for him to de/ire that as a bleſſing, 
which in itſelf is naturally a curſe, and juſtly 
regarded as ſuch by the . part of i man- 
kind. 
We have an Ane of this in the 


Apoſtle St. Paul, who defired Death as far 
| better than life; not better in itſelf; but 
better to him in his circumſtances. I àm in a 

trait, ſays he, betwixt two, having a deſire to 
depart and be with Chriſt, which'ts fat better. 
The reaſons upon which he proceeded in 
this caſe will be worth our conſidering; for 
if we reaſon as he did, and follow the ex- 
ample of his faith, no doubt is to be made 
but that we ſhall conclude and determine in 
the ſame manner. And when this bitterneſs 
of death is conquered by the underſtanding; 
this life, ſo long as it laſts, will be leſs inter- 
rupted and better worth the poſſeſſing. 5 
1 muſt allow indeed that a Seth, who 
brings himſelf to this frame of mind, will 
be more ſerious, and have leſs enjoyment of 


that noiſe, and madneſs, and folly which the 
VVV 
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world falſely calls by the names of mirth and 
happineſs. But this Iwill be anſwerable for, 
at the ſame time, that he will gain more 
happineſs than he loſes, even in this life. 
It may be hard to convince any perſon of 


this; becauſe human life is never well un- 
derſtood but by thoſe. who look back upon 


it. While the imagination is crouded with 
untried objects, and the judgment over-ruled. 
by paſſion, the whole proſpect is falſely re- 
preſented : But at the hour of Death, men 
are undeceived by the experience of their 


_ paſt life; and all thoſe vain ſhadows diſap- 
pear, which uſed to darken and deceive the 
underſtanding. 


Let us enquire then ande is af. 


' neſs of the Apoſtle's choice in wiſhing ra- 


ther to depart than to abide in this world. 
This will appear plainly enough, if we ex- 


amine what his /ife was, and what his death 


was like to be: in other words, what he 
loft by living, and what he was likely to aan 


by dying. 


We ſhall find by what goes Lata 


before the words in which he expreſſed his 


deſire of departing, that when he wrote this 


Epiſtle to the Philippians, he was in a priſon. 


at Rome for 0 the Goſpel of Jeſus 
3 Chriſt: 
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Chriſt: with allufion to which he ſays, 
Jf. live in the fleſh, this is the fruit of my 
labour. I was appointed a teacher of the 
| Gentiles, to turn them from the power of 
Satan unto God. I have preached unto them 
. in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon; I have compaſ- 
| ſed ſea and land for the. ſalvation of ſouls, 
and the honour of him that put me into the 
miniſtry; I haye laboured more than the 
. Huſbandman for his bread, the Miſer for his 
: gold, or the Sinner for the gratification of his 
luſts: and what is the fruit of it? This dun- 
geon in which I am confined, and theſe 
2. chains I wear upon my feet T live in the 
Þ fleſh, this impriſonment and boadugs! is tlie 
fruit of my labour. 
On another occaſion he 4 1 45 
in the miniſtry as a courſe of labour, ſtripes, 
ſcourgings, ſhipwrecks, hunger and thir, 
cold and nakedneſs, poverty and perſecu- 
tion, wearineſs and painfulneſs of body, with 
conſtant care and perplexity of mind. And 
ſpeaking elſewhere of himſelf and his bre- 
thren, he applies to them that paſſage of the 
Pſalmiſt For thy ſake are we killed all the 


day long, we are accounted as ſeeep far * 
Naughter. 


£19 : 1 I think 


this ſenſe ; but it doth not ap- 
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I think he alſo affirms of the Chriſtians of 
thoſe days, that they were introduced to a 
ſort of Death by the conditions of their bap- 
tiſm: they were baptized, not for the dead 
(as the Engliſh gives it us) but for dead 
themſelves ; that is, as * men thenceforward 
alive unto God, but dead to the works of 

the fleſh; to whom riches, and honour, and 
Pleaſure were loſt and gone ; ; to whom the 
world was crucified, and they unto the 
world. And of himſelf in particular he 
ſpeaks under the fame hgure—T proteſt by 


your rejoicing which I have in Chr tft Jeſus our 


Lord, I die daily. All the primitive ſaints 


had the ſame opinion of themſelves; and 


Ignatius had a way of expreſſing it with an 
ambiguity in which there is a fingular ele- 
gance—Ejo; Eęus Re Love 5 cru- 


Lied. 


Thus we are prepared to Atria upon 


the caſe already; that it was better to die 


once, than to die every day. And this per- 
Row would be true, if death were confider- 


„ The Greek prepoſition theſe ens. cm Soft 


ut is not uſually taken in gerit—he behaves as. if he 


ſo taken, as the Latin pro in ſenſe. 


ed 


were a citizen — pro ſane lo- 
pear why it may not be ſo queriz=you ſpeak a; a man o | 


+» a. 


* 
1 
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edonly as a deliverance from temporal evils. 


But the Apoſtle does not argue in this man- 
ner: he does not ſay, I am weary of my 


life, and would be gone at any rate; as ſome 


deſperate people have ſaid in their hearts, 
and acted accordingly, by laying on violent 


hands, and ſending themſelves as faſt as they 
could out of the world (which in this miſer- 


able age is a prevailing faſhion with rich 
and poor): but he compares the preſent and 
future together, and then gives his judgment 


upon the whole—T de efire to depart and o be 


with Chriſt, To depart is one thing; to be 


with Chriſt is another. And this latter was 


the object of the Apoſtle's deſire : he gave 


the preference to death, for the ſake of thoſe. 
bleſſed things to which it would certainly in- 
troduce him; the chief of which, and under 


which all the reſt are included, is the Society 


of Chrit. When our Lord made that pro- 
miſe to the expiring Malefactor on the 


Croſs, this day ſhalt thou be with me in Para- 


diſe, we may be in ſome doubt about the 
meaning of the word Paradiſe, but we all be- 
lieve that, by virtue of this promiſe, that 
man was immediately tranſlated from the 


miſery of the Croſs to the enjoyment of 


_ The company and preſence of the 


C4 Saviour 
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Saviour of the world would of itſelf conſti- 


| tute a ſtate of happineſs. While he was con- 


verſant here below, he aid to his diſciples 
and followers—B/eſed are the eyes, which ſee 
the things which ye ſee—Many prophets and 


kings have defi red to ſee the things which ye fee, 


and have not ſeen them. And if thoſe Eyes 
were bleſſed which ſaw him darkly 5 2 65 
the veil of mortal fleſh, when he fat upon a 


Colt, the fole of an aſs, and made his entry 


into the earthly Jeruſalem ; what muſt their 


portion have been, who. ſaw. him triumph 
over principalities and powers, and enter up- 
on all the glories of his ſpiritual kingdom? od 


Theſe are the things, of which the Apoſtle's 


faith gave him a proſpect, when he ſaid, [ 


defire to depart and to be with Chrift. 
If we now compare the preſent with the 


future, as he did when theſe words were firſt 
written, our purpoſe. will be anſwered at 


once. His life then, ſo long as he continued 


in the fleſh, was a ſtate of labour, his de- 
parture would bring him to a ſtate of reſt. 
His feet were bound with chains, and his 
body ſhut up in a priſon ; but his chains and 
his body alſo would then be left behind, and 
his Spirit ſet at liberty for ever. While he 
: lived, the Holy Ghoſt witneſſed in every 


Pie, 
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place, that impriſonments, bonds,” and afflics 
tions, awaited him; at his death, Hat Para- 
diſe, which he had already ſeen in viſion, 
would be ready to receive him. Here he 
was toſſed about upon the waves of the ſea, 
and thoſe of a more tempeſtuous world; 
there he would be above the reach of all 
ſtorms and troubles. Here he was company 
for felons and malefactors in a Jail; there 


he would meet with prophets, ſaints, and 
angels. Here he was apprehended and 


tried at the pleaſure of outrageous Jews 
and unbelieving Heathens ; there he would 
find the almighty judge of Jew and Gentile 
his beſt friend, his advocate, and his Saviour. 
Here he lived a daily death; there he would 
enter upon the enjoyment. of life, without 
end and without interruption. Theſe things 
being weighed in the ballance together, 
he determined wiſely and truly—9 die is ju | 
I defire to depart and to be with Crit. 
hut if the matter is ſo clear, how is it that 
we hear him complain of being ix a fruit 
betwixt two? Was there any doubt that 
Death would be better to him than life? Or 
did his faith fail upon a nearer view of that 
dark and untried paſſage, which leads from 
this world to the other? Neither of theſe 


5 things 


— — — — 
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things happened to him : his choice was not 


a doubtful one, nor did his faith fail him ; 


but to his honour it muſt be confeſſed, that 


an higher principle got the better of it. Like 
a tender father dying before his time, and 
anxious for the ſafety of thoſe he is leaving 
behind, the wife of his boſom, and a family 


of children not yet grown up and able to pro- 
vide for themſelves; even ſo did this bleſſed 
Apoſtle conſider, how neceſſary his preſence 


was for the benefit and direction of the fa- 


mily of Chriſtians but lately added to the 


N by his preaching, and not yet eſta- 
bliſhed in the faith therefore he checks his 
deſire in the following words—nevertheleſs ta 
abide in the fleſh is more needful for you. For 
the good of his brethren (or rather his c/1/- 


dren) he receded from his own wiſhes, and 


was content, for their ſakes, to renew all 


the labours and ſufferings of his miniſtry, | 


and to put off the enjoyment of heaven it- 


ſelf. His deſire to depart was that of a ſpi- 


ritual man, whoſe affections had, lifted him 
above the the. world and the fleſh; and we 
may think it impoſſible for him to ſoar any 
| bigher, after ſuch a declaration of his faith 
and hope : But he himſelf hath taught us, 
that charity i 18 above them both; therefore 


his 


DISSERTATION II. 75 
his beſt thoughts and deſires were over · ruled 


þy this divine principle. 


It may now be uſeful 'to ſhow, that every 
true Chriſtian hath reaſon to judge in the 


fame manner with the Apoſtle, and wiſh ra- 


ther to depart and be with Chriſt than to 
abide here in the fleſh. . 
It is not the lot of private Chriſtians in 
theſe days to be ſtoned, and nn and 
ſhipwrecked, as St. Paul was. But never- 
theleſs they are expoſed to afflictions, and 
trials, and dangers, more than enough to 
make the argument complete. For ſo long 
as the Chriſtian abides here in the fleſh, his 
bodily part is ſubject to that curſe and pe- 
nalty, which ſin has unhappily brought up- 
on the works of God. He is a part of 
that creation, the whole of which groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together. This burden 
extends to man and beaſt; yea the very ele- 
ments themſelves are diſordered with fire and 


Hail, wind and ſtorm, fulfilling the comments 
of an offended Creator. 


From this common law of vanity the 
Chriſtian is no more exempt than other men 
—our ſelves alſo (faith the Apoſtle) which have 
the firſt fruits of the, Spirit, even we ourſelves 
ons within ourſelves, waiting for the adoh- 

lion, 
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tion, to wit, the redemption of our body. If we 


open our eyes to take a view of the world, it 


will appear like one great Hoſpital, abounding - 


with ſpectacles of fickneſs and miſery ; ſome 
pining and waſting away with conſump- 


tions ; others labouring for breath with an 


_ aſthma, or ſhaking with a palſy, or tortured 


with the inſupportable agonies of the ſtone. 
Some have loſt their fight ; others, what is 


more precious, their reaſon .and underſtand- 
ing : many are bowed down with the hope- 


leſs affliction of incurable, diſeaſes; and if 
ſome amongſt us feel as if they were now in 


poſſeſſion of their frengh, let them wait a 


while, and they will ſoon find it pe in- 


to labour and ſorrow. 


So much for the Body: but the aid; is of 


greater account. The ſoul of man is lodged 


in the body, as in its tabernacle or dwelling; 


but ſuch a dwelling of clay, as we now inha- 
bit, ſerves rather as a priſon to ſhut up and 


reftrain the faculties of the underſtanding, - 


The Soul in its own nature is ſharp and 
piercing; but while it abides here, tis like 


a ſword ruſting in the ſcabbard. It is form- 
ed for reaſon and reflection, but the more it 


muſes upon many things; and gives itſelf up to 


. ed. that are © afforded by the con- 


e 8 templation 
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templation of truth, ſs much the more is it” 
preſſed down by: the corruptible body i in which it 
is confined. Tt would underſtand high things, 
and fly up as an eagle toward heaven; but it 
is like a bird endeavou uring to take wing, 

while a weight of lead, tied to its feet, ſtill 
N it Nu _ and wg wag it to he 
earth. ein * 

such are e n mhicts: the Chriſtian 
fade: within himſelf. If he looks without* 
himfelf, he ſees a world in all reſpects like 
an howling wilderneſs, vol of wile” Toute! 
ready to devour him. Wy 
There is Satan, that. routing: lon ain 
ſoking' his prey about the Church and 
amongſt the ſervants of God. There are 
Wolves in ſheep's, and ſometimes. in Mep- 
herd's cloathing, ſtealing away and worrying 
the flock. of Chriſt, There are Foxes, ſub- 
tile and falſe teachers, and ſeducing Spirits 
in all ſhapes, ready to corrupt his mind, and 
draw him away from that faith which would. 
otherwiſe lead him to ſalvation. There are 
wild Boars, rooting up the vineyard of the 

Lord, tyrants and perſecutors oppreſſing his, 
ſervants, and laying waſte his heritage. 191 N 2 

If we look to his body, flat is expoſed to 
the dert anker of the diſſembling friend. 


and 
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and the open violence of the declared enemy. 


His ſoul is ſubject to deadly and deſtructive 
laſts of the fleſh, the dangerous allurements 


of worldly vanity, and all the ſuggeſtions of 
that grand ſeducer, who brought death and 
miſery into the world. His goods are ex- 
poſed to the greedineſs of the extortioner; 
the violence of the robber; his lands and 


houſes to overflowing rains, fires, and all 


misfortunes. His good name is open to 
flander, his perſon to contempt and injury. 
His brethren ſhould be his ſupport and 
ſtrength, but are often his betrayers; and the 
beſt comforts of his life do rarely or never 
fail to be the ſources of much ſorrow and 
vexation. 5 7755 
Iheſe hin are common to all men; but 
many of them are more common to the good 


man than the evil, and ſome of them are pe- 


culiar to him. Many are the troubles of the 
| righteous, faid David; and the way to heaven 
is through many tribulations. Chtiſt be- 
qucathed as a legacy to all his difciples peace 
amongſt themſelves, but fribulation in the 
world; and he that is a Chriſtian indeed muſt 
expect to find it. Therefore afflictions. are 
more common than death; Enoch and Elias 
eſcaped the latter; but none was ever exempt 
from 
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from the former. Nay, they are more com- 
mon than fin itſelf, which hath laid hold up- 
on all men; for Chriſt lived without ſin, but 
not without ſorrow. | 

Labour then is a law to all that Li 
Adam for their father, and Croſſes are a curſe 
upon all that have Eve for their mother. But 
all theſe miſeries are at once relieved by 


death. The bond- ſlave is ſet at liberty, n 


the captive exile looſed from his chain: the 
brow ſweateth not, and the heart careth 
not any longer. The body defieth famine, 
ſword, and peſtilence; and the ſoul i is out of 
the reach of fin and temptation... 
Ihe primitive Chriſtians were fo ſenſible of 
' theſe things, that they had a way of expreſ- 
ſing them all in one word by calling their 
death an exodus ; meaning by the application 
of this term, that death was to them what 
the exodus, or departure from Egypt, was to 
the Iſraelites; who, when they were brought 
to the paſſage of the Red Sea, had Egypt 
on this fide, and Canaan on the other; the 
Land of Promiſe before them, and the houſe 
of bondage behind them. Of this latter we 
have had ſome proſpect in what hath already 
been ſaid; and now let us examine, as well 
as we can, what the former is. 


New 
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Here I am authoriſed by the Scriptures! 
to. affirm, that the ſoul of a Chriſtian, when 
it is departed from the fleſh, does neither 
fall into a ſtate of inſenſibility, nor enter 
upon that perfect enjoyment of which it will 
partake after the reſurrection of the body. 
Our Saviour argued againſt the Sadductes from 
that expreſſion in the Old Teſtament, I 
am the God of Abraham, tlie God of 1ſaac, 
and the God Jacob, that theſe Patriarchs 


were yet alive, becauſe God is not the God of 
the dead, but oY 1 e as Oy live un- 


to him. 
Thus may. we more clearly: argue from 
Re Phe pa inthe New Teſtament, par- 


ticularly that of St. Paul, We; are willing, I 
ay, and confident, 'rather to be allſent from the 


body, and preſent with the Lord. Now as 


_ Chriſt ſaid, God is not the God of te dead 


but of. the living ; ſo muſt we ſay, Chriſt is 
not the companion of the the dead, but the 


companion of the diving. Therefore, if the 


dead are abr Chiriſt, as the words expreſsly 
inform. us, they are and muſt be alive ; 


alive in Spirit though they. are dead in body, 
according to the truth and meaning of chat 
promiſe — he that lieb. and believeth in me 


Shall never die. eee nnen 
212 | 3 5 The 
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The place in which they live is called Pa- 


radiſe : what it means we cannot know ex- 


actly; nor did the Iſraelites underſtand the 


nature and productions of the land of Ca- 
naan. When they packed up their knead- 
ing-troughs in Egypt, they had heard of the 
land to which God was calling them out, and 
knew it to be a deſireable place; therefore 


they ſet out with confidence and pleaſure at 


midnight, though not one amongſt them all 


had ever ſeen the country they were going 
to. Their forefather Abraham had. obeyed 
the call of God under the like doubtful cir- 


cumſtances, and he went out not knowing whi- 


ther he went. Thus much we know, that 
when Lazarus was carried by Angels to 
Abraham's Boſom, and when the penitent 
thief was conveyed to the preſence of Chriſt 
in Paradiſe, they went where every Chriſtian, 


who is now ſtruggling with the difficulties of 
this mortal life, would wiſh to be. 


If we could look but for one moment into 


4 hd place, I am confident we ſhould think of 
little elle all the days of our life: and if God 
were to command us to make our way to it 
through the midſt of a fire, we ſhould ven- 
ture upon the atmen, though we were 


ſure 


fleſh. 
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ſare to leave our bodies burnt to a x cinder i in 
the midſt of 1 


If it was better, then, for Lot to leave the 


city of Sodom, and for the Iraelites to leave 
the pollution and miſery of Egypt; it is far 
better for the ſervant of God to depart and 


be with ( Chriſt, than to abide here in the 


If we would apply the preceding PIN 


tions to any good purpoſe, they ſhould move us 
to confider, without the loſs of a ſingle mo- 


ment, to what place and to what ſtate Death 


will tranſlate us. We all have a a departure 
in view, as St. Paul had; and every man, 
who is not paſt feeling, will be in ſome trait 
; When he reflects upon it. It will depend 


upon our preſent choice, whether we hall 


afterwards be preſent with Jeſus Chriſt and 
his faithful Apoite; ; or with Satan and Ju- 


das, and the reft of his enemies. It is a hap- 


py thing % to depart, as to be abſent from 
the body, and preſent with the Lord: but it 
18 more miſerable than words can expreſs, or 


heart can think, to depart from this world 


of ignorance and vanity to another of dark- 
neſs and torment. 


There are too many, who liveinwilful i igno- 
I 1 france 
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rance of the Chriſtian faith, in the negle& of 


God's worſhip, in idleneſs and drunkenneſs, 
in fornication and adultery, in evil-ſpeaking, 


landering, and blaſpheming. When ſuch 
men reflect upon their own conduct, they 
muſt have ſenſe enough to know, that if 
death overtakes them in ſuch a courſe, it 
cannot poſſibly convey them into the pre- 


ſence of Chriſt. It is ſhocking to imagine, 
that the Angels of light ſhould take upon 


them the office of carrying a worthleſs and 
odious ſoul into the company of that Al- 


mighty Being, in whoſe preſence iniquity is 


blaſted, as wax melteth before the fire. 
Perhaps they may flatter themſelves with 


objecting, that Chriſt, while he was here up- 
on earth, was merciful and compaſſionate to 


all, to Jews and Samaritans, to publicans 


and harlots; inſomuch that his enemies up- 
praided him as the /riend of publicans and ſin- 
ners. This is very true; and the beſt of 
us all can hope to be ſaved under no other 
character than that of ſinners; but we are to 


remember withal, that the ſinners, to whom 
Chriſt ſhewed himſelf a friend, were ſuch as 


firſt liſtened to his word, and then waſhed 


las feet with the tears of repentance. 


OY 
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The Apoſtle himſelf was once a b/aſþhemer 
and a perſecutor ; nay he calls himſelf the 
chief of finners; but after he had embraced 
the Goſpel, he hnew nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, 
and him crucified : his life was thenceforward 
unſpotted, his labours more abundant, and 
his ſufferings above meaſure; therefore his 
death was a paſſage to life, and his departure 
from hence a tranſlation to the preſence of 
Chriſt. God, he tell us, had mercy upon 
him for à pattern to thoſe who ſhould after- 
wards believe in him to hife eternal. And his 
example is a glorious proof to all ſinners, that 
the grace and bleſſing of God upon their own 
ſincere endeavours may open for them a way 
to life and immortality. What we are now, 
that great Apoſtle himſelf once was, a man 

ſtriving againſt the infirmities and tempta- 
tions of this mortal life; what he is now we 
alſo may be, through the help of God and 
the merits of our bleſſed Saviour, who, when 

he had avercome the ſharpneſs of death, opened 
the Kingdom of Heaven to all believers. 


AP. 
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CONCERNING THE 


INTERMEDIATESTATE. 


\HE words of St. Paul having given 
me occaſion in one part of this tract 
to inſiſt on the doctrine of the Scripture con- 
cerning the intermediate hate, it may not be 
unſcaſonable to carry on our inquiry a little 


farther. 

Euſebius deſcribes a ſpecies of heretics in 
Arabia, who maintained that the Soul dies 
with the body * and lies in that ſtate of 
Death till the Reſurrection. Origen, in 
whole time theſe heretics aroſe, was ſent to 
reaſon with them upon the ſubje& ; and pre- 
vailed ſo far as to bring them over to a vo- 
luntary recantation; Yet this Arabian hereſy 
(as it is called) hath been occaſionally revived 
ſince the Reformation, particularly by the 
Anabaptiſts, according to Edwards in his Gan- 
græna, Part I. p. 22, and Part II. p. 14. 15. 


Vid. Fab. Eccl. Hiſt, 1ib- vi. e. 36. an. 349: 
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A modern writer, now living, hath taken 
as much pains to uphold and recommend it, 
as if it were the chief object of a Chri- 
ſtian's hope ; and the Author of the Confe/- 
fional, who thinks with every man that 


thinks againſt the Chriſtian Church, cries up 
his doctrine as a moſt ingenious diſcovery. 


But the hope of mental diſſolution is an hope 


which agrees beſt with the inclinations of 


ſenſualiſts and reprobates. I know a man 
who comforts himſelf under a courſe of adul- 

tery in his old age with this perſuaſion, that 
when we are dead, we are all one as if we were 


dogs. He means, that we fink into a ſtate of 


1 infenſiblity 

If this dodtrine were. examined by t the 
light of Reaſon alone, it would be found re- 
pugnant to the moſt generally-received prin- 
ciples of human Philoſophy *; and it is cer- 


tainly inconfiſtent with Revelation. The 


Scripture hath taught us,. that there are two 
different principles in the Chriſtian, diſtin- 
guiſhed by the names of the ourward man and 


the inward man; the latter of which may be 


increaſing in | vigour, while the former is 


He vero, five a meo mines putavirunt, ad: aligaan 


ſenſu polt mortem abfutura animi mei pariem pertinebunt, 


ſunt, five, ut Japicatiſimi .- &c. Cie. pro Arch. 
8 5 NTT haſting 


\ 


A 1 x. 39 
haſting to its diſſolution, 2 Cor. iv. 16. The 
inward principle is that which is born again 
in baptiſm ; and, being born of God, is of a 
divine nature. Conſequently, whatever may 
be aid for or againſt the natural immortality 
of the ſoul, this principle cannot be ſubject 
to death in common with that nature which 
is born of the fleſh. 

The body is alſo deſcribed as the clothing 
of the Spirit; ſo that the ſoul is with reſpe& 
to the body, what the body itſelf is with re- 
ſpect to the garment that is worn upon it : 
in conformity to which expreſſion, death is 
deſcribed as the putting off of the body. 
Therefore, as the man, who puts off his 
clothes, doth not alſo throw off his body, 
and lay it aſide with his clothes in a ward- 
robe; ſo neither doth the Chriſtian at his 
death put off bis ſpirit to fleep in the grave 
with his body. It is the duſt only, the 
earthly part, which returns to the earth, 

while the Spirit returns to God that gave it. 
If both are ſuppoſed to fink into death toge- 
ther, there will be no ſenſe in that diſtinc- 
tion ear not them that can kill the body— 
| becauſe men in ſuch a caſe are able to kill 
the ſoul juſt ſo far as they kill the 
body: and as they both will riſe at the 
D 4 reſur- 
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reſurrection, the ſoul will have no privilege 
left but what is common to the body; fo 


that our Saviour's diſtinction, inſtead of 
being the ſource of any comfort, will have 


no meaning. The ſoul therefore is not diſ- 
ſolved with the body: and that it may ſub- 


ſit in a ſtate of ſeparation from the body, 
and actually does ſo / ſubſiſt after death, is 
plain from the words of St. Paul; who ob- 
ſerves concerning himſelf, when he was 


caught up to the third heaven, that whe- 
ther he was in the body or out of the body, 


he could not tell. But there could cl 


been no poſſible doubt, unleſs he had been 


well aſſured, that the ſoul might be taken 


out of the bey an Ain retain its Ra. 
bility. The ſame Apoſtle, in one of the 


moſt weighty and ſtriking paſſages of the 
New Teſtament, places the ſpirits of juſt 


men made perfect amongſt the other ſpiritual 
and inviſible members of the heavenly Jeru- 


ſalem or inviſible Church; ſuch as the 
[roving God, Feſus the Mediater, and the in- 


numerable company of Angels. Commenta- 


tors in general, without any view to this 
argument, underſtand the ſpirits here men- 
tioned as the ſouls of good men ſeparated 
from the body : and the word ee ECU 


may 
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may well be rendered, who have finiſhed or 


perfected the courſe of this life. 
This Arabian Philoſophy was therefore 


no part of Sf. Paul's religion: and God 


forbid that it ſhould have been; for then 
the confident hope expreſſed by himſelf, 


in common with all the other ancient and 


modern Martyrs of the Church, who died 


in the faith of Chriſt, and under the aſ- 


ſurance of being preſent with him after 
death +, would have been a deluſion, like 


that of the Turks, who die fighting for 
their abſurdities and blaſphemies, in hope 
of an immediate tranſlation to a ſenſual Pa- 


radiſe. 


I have here ſaid nothing concerning the 


appearance of Moſes and Elias in an inter- 


mediate ſtate of Glory at the Transfiguration 
of Chriſt: becauſe this, and many other 


facts and expreſſions of the Scripture, will 


offer themſelves to thoſe who confider the 


OO: more at my *, 
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One Wiſhart, 3 man, 


Who ſuffered under Hen, VIII. 


had been charged with this 
heterodoxy, but affirmed it at 
the ſtake to be a ſlander, and 
that he was aſſured his Soul 
_ ſoould be immediately evith his 


Saviour, Collier's Eecl. Hiſt, 
vol. II. p. 206. 5 


®* See Bp. Falls Sermon on 


Acts i. 25. and YView of the 
Times, Vol. III. p. 250, &c, 


againſt Dr. Coward, who wrote 


largely on the mortality of the 
Soul, in 1707. 


Ditton, 
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Ditton, in his book on the Reſurreftiony 
hath an Appendix on Matrter's thinking, 
wherein he argues very ſolidly againſt the 
Materialiſts, a fort of Philoſophers, to whom 


the Arabiani/ts are very nearly related; the 
death of the Soul together with that of the 


body being a neceſſary conſequence of Ma- 
terialiſm; and it doth not appear to be con- 
ſiſtent with any other principle. The Ana- 
baptiſts were ſenſible of this, who, to prove 
their notion, aſſirmed that God made every 
part of man of the duf? of the Earth. Men 
| have generally concluded that the Subſtance 

of the Soul muſt be ſpiritual becauſe it thinks 3 = 
and that it muſt be immortal becauſe it 18 

ſpiritual. So far as the Scripture is concern- 

ed, this Author pronounces all the Advo- 
cates for the Sleep of the Soul to be either 
Deiſts or Sceptics; for which reaſon he 
doth not argue with them as Chriſtians, but 
as an eccentric ſpecies of P/uloſophers : the 
matter, in his judgment, being too plain in 
the Scripture to admit of any diſpute. Yet 
they, who plead for this gloomy philoſophy, 
are perſuaded that nothing but the prejudice 
and bigotry of the age hinders it from be- 
ing generally received: a perſuaſion a8 


Sroundleſs as their de itſelf. 
Some 
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Some Arabians are commonly ſuppoſed to 
have been the firſt amongſt Chriſtians who 
aſſerted the Soul's mortality: but it was cer- 
tainly a member of that monſtrous Syſtem, 
which came very early from the School of 
Valentine; becauſe I find it very diſtinctly re- 
futed by Irencus, who has an excellent Chap-" 
ter under this title Reſurrectio nobis promiſſa 
ad ſpiritus naturaliter immortales referri non 


 debet, ſed ad corpora ex ſe mortalia. Lib. v. c. 7. 
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COMMENTARY 
On REV. xiv. 13. 


In which the NaTurs of Drarn i 18 farther 
conſidered. 


HE power of Sin is too manifeſt 
from the univerſal corruption of the 
at; and the dominion of Death 15 the 
certain and viſible effect of it. 
| Theſe two articles made a great figure in 

the Religion of Heatheniſm ; the ground of 
which (ſo far as it can be ſeparated from 
Tradition) was little more than an experi- 
mental knowledge of Sin and Death. 
In the primitive temptation, when the 
Devil moved us to eat of the forbidden fruit, 


he pronounced a Ino wledge of good and evil 
as a conſequence of the act of diſobedience. 


As 
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As he was a Liar who made this pro- 
miſe, it is little to be wondered at, that 
one half of it hath fallen ſhort. The know- 
ledge of good (whether virtue or felicity be 
underſtood by it) is hidden from us: and the 
knowledge of evil, that is, of the evil of 
ſin and the evil of puniſhment, is all that is 
now left to us. Nothing is more common 
than for great Liars to make great promiſes ; 
becauſe a promiſe, which is never to be 
made good, coſts nothing. The Devil 
therefore, who has ends to ſerve upon us, 
is never wanting in promiſes; but whoever 
takes his word will find himſelf miſerably 
diſappointed in the end. By his perform- 
ance in this firſt inſtance we may judge of 
him in every other: for though he can tranſ- 
form himſelf into all ſhapes, he will never 
be able to ſpeak the truth under any one of 
them. To counteract the illuſions of this 
evil Spirit, the New Teſtament brings with 
it a voice from heaven, aſſuring us that the 
Dead are bleſſed*. Our firſt parents were 
perſuaded by the voice of Satan, that an 
a& of diſobedience would turn a Man into 
| God ; this voice informs 10 that faith 


* Rev, xiv. 13. 


and 


. 
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and obedience will turn death itſelf into a 


Bleſſing. Which two declarations differ as 
Truth and Error generally do. The former 
is flattering and plauſible, and finds imme- 


diate credit: the latter appears ſtrange and 
contradictory, and cannot be aſſented to, 


till many prejudices are overcome, many 


difficulties removed, and a deliberate inquiry 
_ patiently ſubmitted to. Errors are as cheap 


and as thriving as weeds in the field; but 
Truth is the fruit of labour and ſelf-denial. 


The different value of each is ſure to be de- 


termined by their iſſues; but folly hath no 


patience, and therefore takes things accord- 
ing to their firſt appearance. 


The bleſſedneſs of the dead is one of the 


Chriſtian Paradoxes, which cannot be clear- 
ed up and juſtified without a patient inveſti- 


gation : for it muſt be granted, that Death, 


in its own nature, is not a % ing but a 
curſe. When the Creator ſurveyed the 


works of his own hands, he pronounced 


them all to be god; and it is declared, up- 
on another occaſion, that for his pleaſure they 


are, and were created. Rev. iv. Therefore 


it is not his pleaſure that they ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed. But Death is the deſtruction of 
man, the moſt excellent of the viſible works 


1 
; . 
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of God; which deſtruction is as ſtrong an 


evidence of the divine diſpleaſure, as the 


creation of man was an inſtance of divine 
goodneſs. I think any perſon mult be ſen- 
ſible of this, who compares an healthy liv- 


ing body with a dead corpſe; in which the 
eyes, that were formed for ſeeing, are grown 


dim and ſunk into the head; the hands 
and feet, that were made for action, are be- 


come ſtiff and motionleſs; the ear, won- 


derouſly framed to judge of ſounds, now 
inſenſible of every impreſſion ; the heart, 


which never reſted ſince it was created, 
now cold and filent as a maſs of clay.; the 
blood, which uſed to flow through the 
veins, and ſpread life and warmth to every 


part, now congealed and frozen up to the 


fountain-head ; the head, the ſeat of ſenſe 


and underſtanding, now ready to be filled 
with earth and worms. Let any perſon con- 


template ſuch a ſhocking ſpectacle as this, 
and He will be in little danger of error 
when He comes to argue and conclude 


upon it. 


HFence death, in itſelf, can 55 conſidered 
only as an evil; indeed the greateſt of tem- 


poral evils ; all the leſſer evils. of pain and 
„ I 
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diſeaſes lead to this, as the waters of fprings 
and rivers fall at length into the ſea. 

Death is alſo a curſe upon the mind as 
well as the body ; it keeps men in a ſtate of 
fear and dread, and conſequently of ſub- 
jection and ſervitude. The remembrance of 
it is a bitter ingredient, which poiſons the 


comforts of human life. It is like thoſe 


poiſonous wild gourds, which, being ſhred 
amongſt other wholſome herbs, Par 
them all unfit for nouriſnment. The hea- 
then ſhewed the diſtreſs and bondage of 
mind, under which they laboured upon this 
account, by uttering the moſt doleful howl- 


ings and lamentations for their dead friends, 
- ; cutting and mangling their fleſb, and ſhav- 


ing their heads after a ſuperſtitious faſhion. 
Even good men have been ſtruck with 
anxiety and conſternation at the proſpect of 
approaching death. The pious Hezekrah, 


when viſited by the prophet T/azah, and 


forewarnedof his end, turned himſelf to the 
wall, and prayed, and wept fore. Iſaiah 
xxxviii. 2. The holy Pſalmiſt likewiſe ex- 


Pech vert emotions he was ſenſible of in 
uch words as theſe — te heart is Wu pained 
| | e 
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within me, and the terrors of death are 
fallen upon me. Fearfulneſs and trembling 
are come upon me, and horror hath overwhelms 
ed me. Pſalm lv. 4, 5. Vea, Chriſt himſelf, 
who was the moſt perfect of all men, did 
yet, as a man, feel within himſelf theſe ter- 
rors of death, and prayed to the Father that 
the cup might paſs from him. 

But, beſides all this, Death is a dame and 
diſgrace to our nature; and that becauſe it 
is a puniſhment. In the puniſhment, or ra- 
ther perſecution, of the innocent, there is no 
ſhame z but puniſhment, when it is the con- 
ſequence of guiltineſs, is ſhameful in the 
eyes of all mankind. There is ſomething 
hateful, which the moſt compaſſionate be- 
huolder cannot abſtract from the notion of a 
malefactor; for which reaſon ſuch are ſepa- 
rated from the ſociety of men, and commit- 
ted to the filth and darkneſs of a dungeon. 
Now the death of every man, though it may 
ſeem natural, is really neither more nor leſs. 
than a judicial execution, becauſe it is the 
penalty of diſobedience. And as all fin is 
filthy and abominable in the eyes of God, 
death and pollution are ſo nearly related, 
that the old law pronounced every dead corpſe 
unclean, and not fit to be touched, without 
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the ſubſequent ceremony of a formal puri- 
fication by water. We know very well 
that this was deſigned as a moral leflon to 
purity of mind and manners. Notwith- 
ſtanding which, there muſt have been alſo 
a ſenſe and propriety in the letter of the 
law. 
„ ablutions of the heathens at their 
funerals had probably the ſame original, 
and the ſame meaning; at leaſt with thoſe 
who were wiſe enough to conſider the 
ſenſe of their own ceremonies. In the 
practice of burning their dead, they ſeem 
alſo to have been ſenſible, that the death 
of every man is penal; an effect of fin 
which they meant to expiate, and of divine 
wrath which they deſired to paciſy, by a re- 
ligious offering of every dead corpſe as a ſa- 
crifice to the infernal Deities. Their whole 
Ritual was in a manner made up of expi- 
ations *; and the ceremonies, which were 
| ſuperadded to the act of burning the dead, 
expreſs ſuch an intention plainly enough. 
This Will account for a remarkable ex- 


| » See Alexand. ab Alex. lib, expreſſi ion of the prophet con- 
v. c. 27. This general thirſt- cerning the Meſtab, where he 
ing after expiation may be calls him the 4: 5 ire of all na- 
ſufficient of itſelf to juſtify that tions. 
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preſſion in Virgil, on occaſion of the fune- 
ral of Miſenus: for why ſhould the pile be 


called an altar, unleſs the body was laid 
upon it in the way of a. ſacriſice? 


| ——feftinant flentes, ARAMque SEPULC HRI 
nun arboribus, cœloguè educere cerlant. 


Eneid. vi. 177. 


If all this be true, the queſtion ariſes, how 
can death be a bleſſing ? For the under- 
ſtanding of which, it muſt be confidered, 
that what hath been here ſaid relates to the 
death of the natural man, or child of Adam. 
The death of a Chriſtian is anothet thing: 

and to teach us this, the Scripture hath add 
ed © Blefſed are the dead from henceforth :" 
that is, from the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the publication of his Goſpel. _ 
Death is not now a puniſhment, becauſe 
it is not an inſtance of divine vengeance. 
As the penalty of fin, it was inflicted upon 


| Chriſt, who offered himſelf a Sacrifice. Up- . 


on his head the iniquities of us all were 
laid; as the ſins of the people, according 
to an inſtitution of the Moſaic law, were 
ordered to be laid upon the head of the 
yearly Sacrifice. In his perſon they were 
required and viſited by the divine wrath ; | 
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and if his ſacrifice was a ſatisfactory atone- 


ment, then it muſt follow, in the words of 
the Apoſtle, that zhere is now no condemnation 


to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. Theit death 
is not a baniſhment of the Spirit from the 
divine preſence, but a returning of it to 
God that gave it. That door, which ſeems 


to ſhut them out of life, and ſeparate them 
from the living, admits them into the ſociety. 


of the Father of Spirits. Therefore, 

2. Death is no longer a reproach to us. 
All the Shame, that could poſſibly attend 
it, Chriſt took upon himſelf, that it might 


no longer be any diſgrace to his diſciples. 


He was numbered with tranſgreſſors, and was 


content to die the death of a Malefa&or. 


He bore the ſhame as well as the pain of 
the Croſs. And thus by the ignominy of 


his death, and the righteouſneſs of the 
pres who endured it, our death is * 


ol His death was infamous in the ſig 


of A world, that ours might be War 1 : 
in the fight of God. In a word, he ſub= 


mitted to ſuch a death as was pronounced 


to be curſed in its kind, that our death 


might be bleſſed. 
As to the . of the terrors of death 
upon the imagination, he ſuffered all the 


horrors 


*. 
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horrors of mind the wr ath of God could raiſe 


within him, during his bloody ſweat in the 
Garden, that he might be touched with the 


feeling of our infirmities. From this his expe- 


rience we have an aſſurance, that he knows 
how to fuccour us under the like trial: and 
may every faithful Chriſtian, in his laſt hour, 


find the refreſhment which thoſe ſorrows 
purchaſed for him! 


Neither is death now to be regarded as a 


deſtroying of the works of God; becauſe 
the future Regeneration of the body is aſ- 


certained by the fact of our Redeemer's Re- 
ſurrection. He who was the firſt- born from 


the dead, an heir of life in his own right, 
| hath ſecured the ſame right of inheritance 


to all the partakers of that nature in which, 
and with which, he entered ypon his 


ler. 


When any man is taking down a build- 
ing, we do not look upon this as the act 


of a deſtroyer, if the deſign is to erect a 


better building upon the old foundations. 


This, God be thanked, is the gracious pur- 


poſe of our diſſolution. The weakneſs of 


death leads to the power of the reſurrec- 


tion; corruption is the way to incorruption, 
mor tality to immortality, diſhonour Fo glo- 
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ry. We know that, if our earthly houſe of this 
tabernacle be diſſolved, we have a building of 


God, an houſe not made with hands, eternal i in 


the heavens. 


But now we are to obſerve it, as a main 


article of our preſent ſubje&, that this bleſ- 
ſedneſs of death is not general to all man- 


kind, though the Chriſtian redemption is 


| all- ſufficient and univerſal in its nature. It = 
is not ſaid abſolutely ed are the dead; 


but Bed are the dead which die in the Lord, 


A Chriſtian life, then, is the only intro- 
duction to a bleſſed death. Without that, 
no hope nor encouragement can be gathered 
from any paſſage of the Scripture. To die 
in the Lord, fignifies 1. to die a member of 
his myſtical body by baptiſm. Upon which 
conſideration we are perſuaded, that infants, 
being baptiſed, and dying in the ſtate of 
infancy, are tranſlated to the kingdom of 
heaven ; as certainly as the infants of the 
 Jjraelitifh people were carried over 


into Canaan (a figure of heaven) without 


Jordan 


any preparatory trial in the wilderneſs. 


If they live and grow up, the conditions 
of ſalvation change as their capacities 


change; inſomuch that the ſame baptiſm, 


which is ſufficient | to ſave an infant, 18 


ſuf- 
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ſufficient only to condemn thoſe who might, 


but never do, get any farther. As the Chri- 


ſtian advances in life, there muſt be other 
evidences of his ſpiritual union with Chriſt : 


for as by baptiſm he is born to a new 
ſtate; ſo by faith, by a partaking of the 
other ſacrament, by prayer, and by a godly 


life, it muſt appear that he liveth in him 


unto whom he was born again ; leading the 


reſt of his life according to that beginning of it, 


at which he e the World, the Fleſh, 


= and the Devil. 


For 1. it is written, the juſt ſhall Jive by 


faith: whence the great end the Apoſtle 
aimed at was to wn Chriſt, and be found in 
him, not having his own righteouſneſs uicht 


| ts of the law, but the eee which 
_ ts of God by talk; 


Then, 2. itis neceſſary that our union with 


Chriſt ſhould be confirmed by the other 


ſacrament of the Lord's Supper; for 
without this, he himſelf hath pronounced, 


that we have no life in us. But this cannot be 
true, unleſs the man, who wilfully neglects 


the communion, may thereby loſe what he 


gained in his baptiſm. 


Prayer is another ſign of our abiding i in 


Chriſt, Where the Spirit of adoption is, it 
will be employed in ſupplication to God, 


. who, 


oy 


56 A COMMENTARY 


who, as a father, beſtoweth gifts upon his 


children that aſk him. If a man lives, he 
| breathes: And if the Chriſtian lives by the 
Spirit of God, the breath of prayer will be 


a never-failing ſign of it. Whence it is 


rightly declared, that if any man have not the 


Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his: he is diſ- 


owned, as 2 dead man, who is no longer 
reckoned a member of ſociety. 


And laſtly, an' holy converſation 1 in godlineſs 


and honeſty muſt inſure the privileges of 


our Chriſtian memberſhi p- We muſt be like 


our Maſter in temper and behaviour; act- 
ing with the ſimplicity of the ſheep, in- 


ſtead of that worldly diſpoſition, which is 


beſt expreſſed by the deceit and ſubtilty of 
the Fox. If any man is in Chrift Jeſus, le 
it a neu creature: he hath put off the old 
man, with his pride, and his malice, and 
his covetouſneſs, and hath put on the new 


man. The image of God is reſtored in 


him; for he is created after God (that is, ac- 


cording to that image of God which Adam 


loft) in righteouſneſs and true holmes. Again 


St. Yohn faith, He that abideth in him ought 


| to walk as he alſo apalhed : which is agree 


able to Chriſt's own declaration He that 


abideth i in me and Il i him, the ſome bringeth 
. 
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forth much fruit. From all which this ſhort 
inference naturally occurs, that to live fruit= 
leſs, is to die hopeleſs. 
If we examine this matter more atten- 
tively, it will appear, that the Zeſſedne/s of 
thoſe, who die in the Lord, is ſaid to confiſt 
chiefly in theſe two particulars. ; 
1. That they reft from their Jabours. 
2. That their works do follow them. St. 
Peter inſtructs us that we are all rangers 
and pilgrims in this world: and what doth 
the traveller hope for but reft at the end 
of his Journey? The life of man is repre- 
ſented to us in a very particular manner by 

the adventures of the Iſraelites in their paſ- 

ſage from Egypt to Canaan. Till it pleaſed 
| God to look upon their condition, they la- 
boured under a ſtate of cruel bondage, in 
the ſervice of a mercileſs and atheiſtical 
Tyrant, whoſe chief delight it was to har- 
raſs and oppreſs them. Under a like ty- 
ranny every man is born; and would con- 
tinue in it for ever, if the ſame God, who 
brought his people over the Red Sea, did not 
vouchſafe to tranflate him from the domi- 
nion of Satan, by conducting him through 
the waters of baptiſm. When the „ 
had paſſed ſafe over the ſea, and were en- 
camped in the wilderneſs, how many temp- 
. tations, 
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tations, difficulties, and dangers had they 


to ſtruggle with, under the exerciſe of 
which, they wandered about for forty 
years? In like manner is the life of a Chri- 
ftian full of labour and trouble. He is aſ- 
ſaulted with divers luſts and pafſions which 


war againſt the ſoul. If he hath any con- 


cern for the glory of God and the ſalvation 
of men, the overflowings of ungodlinels 
muſt of courſe harraſs and vex him, ſo as 
to render his fituation like that of Lot in 
Sodom. If he lives long, infirmitics and 
forrows bend him down every year nearer 


to the earth out of which he was taken. 
The primitive Chriſtians, beſides their or- 


dinary labours of temptation, ſorrow, and 


infirmity, were exerciſed with the ſharper 


and bloody trials of perſecution; flying 


from city to city, to avoid the rage of 


| blinded Jews and blood-thirſty heathens. 
From all theſe troubles death ſet them free; 


whence, as it was obſerved in the preced- 


ing Diſſertation, they called their death _ 
Exodus *: no other word could fo aptly ex- 


Peel their happy wandlation-from labour "3s 


* 80 St. Peter calls ir, Ep. remarks <= 41 c exitus figuratus | 


i C. i. 15. on which Grotius per illum ex Af. . 
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reſt, and from bondage to liberty. How glad 


were the Iſraelites, when they ſaw the 
fruitful hills and vales of the promiſed 


land ſtretching away before their view on 


the other fide of Jordan, when all the trials 
of the wilderneſs were paſt, and their te- 
dious journeyings and encampments brought 


to a concluſion ? How glad was Lot, when 


he had eſcaped from the. execrable Sodom, 
and found a peaceful refuge in Zoar? How | 
happy is the Merchant, who, having been 


toſſed upon the waves of the ſea, and in 
danger of ſhipwreck, finds himſelf at laſt 


ſafe in the port ? So happy is the ſoul, which 
hath taken its flight from theſe regions of 


fin and ſorrow; which, having died in the 
Lord, is admitted to the enjoyment of light 
and peace in that intermediate ſtate of Pa- 
radiſe, to which Chriſt himſelf departed 
while his body lay in the grave; and where 
the Saints both of the old and new Diſpen- 
ſation reſt in the boſom of Abraham ; ex- 
pecting that great day, when thoſe gates of 
heaven ſhall again be opened, through which 
the King of Glory entered after his aſcen- 
ſion from the earth. What man, who con- 
ſiders the labours of this life, and dares 
look forward to that 7% which remaineth 


* 
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for the- people of God, what man, I ſay, 


can refrain from wiſhing, in thoſe words of 


7 he Pfalmiſt — Oh that I had wings like a 
dove, for then would I flee away and be at reſt? 
But, God knoweth, all men are not in a 


condition to utter ſuch a wiſh as this, be- 


ing diſcouraged by that ſecond conſideration 
their works do follow them. In this confiſts 
the bleſſedneſs of thoſe who die in the Lord, 
that none of their good works will be loſt 
or forgotten in the ſight of God. The tears 


of their repentance, their prayers and de- 


votions, their patient ſuffering for the truth's 
fake, their deeds of mercy and charity, all 
theſe things are now noted in the book of 
God, and ſhall. hereafter be remembered. 5 
Then will they have honour, whom the 
world deſpiſed; Angels will celebrate the 
acts of thoſe conquerors in the cauſe of God 
and of righteouſneſs, whoſe lives the tools 


accounted as madneſs. 


Every difficulty, which now meets us 
when we conſider the Jot of a righteous man, 
will then be cleared up. If he hath ſerved 
God in a low eſtate here, he ſhall then be 
held in honour. If he hath promoted peace 
upon earth, and met with nothing but ha- 

| tred for his good will, he ſhall then be 


owned 
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owned amongſt the children of God. If 
he hath delighted in works of mercy, and 
received nothing here in return for them, 
he ſliall then receive, what all the powers 
upon earth cannot beſtow, even the for givr- 
\ refs of his fins; and, having ſhewed mercy, 
mall find mercy at the hands of God. If 
he hath ſuffered ſhame, loſs, or perſecution 
of any kind, for righteouſneſs ſake, the 
7 kingdom of heaven, which God will per- 
E mit him to claim as his own, will infinitely 
more than ballance the account. There- 
fore, Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Loyd 
from henceforth : Yea, faith the Spirit, that 


they may reft from their Tabburs, and their 
1 works do follow them. 
! The Church being like that n. net, which 


was caft into the ſea, and gathered of every 
kind both good and bad; this Effay may 
fall into the hands of very different fr 
1 ſome of whom are in the way to thoſe bleff. 
| ings which the Saviour of the work hath 
; in ſtore for them, and whoſe works, thro 
his merits, will juſtify them in the great 
day of retribution. There are others, 
' whom Death, whenever it ſhall come, is 
not like to tranſlate to the region of the 
bleſſed, and whoſe works will fallow ther, 


only 


% 
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only to bring them into everlaſting confu- 
ſion. The drunkard may now vaunt himſelf, 
and ſcoff at the terrors of death and judg- 
ment. If his profane Jeſts, and all the hor- 


rible oaths that are intermixed with them, 


were written down upon paper, and repeated 
in public before his face, he would be a- 
baſhed, if his ſober reaſon and ſenſes were 
about him. What will be his confuſion then, 
when all his expreſſions, from the heavieſt 


of his blaſphemies down to the lighteſt of 


his idle words, ſhall be expoſed before men 
and angels? How will blaſphemy appear, 
ſbould it be rehearſed in the ears of a ſinner, 


and confronted with the tremendous Majeſty 
of the Almighty, ſeated upon the clouds of 


heaven, with darkneſs under his feet, the 
noiſe of thunder rolling through the ſkies, 


and flames of lightning flaſhing round about 


him? No man ſhould be ſo weak as to ima- 
gine, that I am drefling up this ſight, to 


make it terrible: for all the words we can 
bring together will never deſcribe one half 
of the terrors of divine vengeance, or paint 

the amazement of thoſe, to whom convic- 
tion ſhall come when the day of repentance 
is gone. Now then let them conſider, that 
they have an account to give; that their 


moſt ſecret actions are noted, yea, and the 


very 
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very thoughts of their hearts regiſtered in 
heaven. Now let the covetous remember, 


that all the unjuſt gain he hath been heaping 


up will be left behind him; while the de- 
ceit and oppreſſion, with which he got it, 


will follow him into his grave, and ſtick 


cloſe to his duſt, and riſe again to meet him 

in the day of judgement. Curſing, ſwearing, 
lying, cheating, debauchery and drunken- 
[neſs are now looked upon as the ſeveral in- 
gredients of mirth and jollity ; but what 


will they be then ? For if any man accepts 


of ſuch company in this world, it will fol- 
low him into the world of Spirits, and cry 
after him for vengeance. 


Thrice happy then is he, who, i in the days 


of his health and ſtrength, before the evil 
days of age and weakneſs have overtakenhim, _ 
hears that celeſtial voice of the Evangeliſt, 


Bleſſed are dead which die in the Lord, &c. daily 


ſounding in his ears, ftirring him up to 
farther degrees of faith and devotion, and 
keeping him ever mindful of that laſt great 
Account, which can be rendered ſupport- 
able by nothing but a a timely preparation. 


FINIS. 
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